
2026 SA Tourism Awards
Judging Panel

State judging is conducted by a panel of industry
peers appointed by the Tourism Industry Council

South Australia. Judges are selected for their
knowledge and experience, and for their

willingness to commit time to the Awards process
and are convened each year specifically for the

Tourism Awards. 



Judging Panel

Chair of Judges 

Judging Team Leader

Amanda Dalton-Winks | Dalton-Winks Consulting

Amanda is a freelance business consultant with over 25 years’ experience in

tourism and hospitality. She champions exemplary customer experience delivery

and has a keen appreciation for the economic and social value of the Australian

tourism, food, and wine sectors having judged various industry awards over

multiple years. 

Amanda has been directly involved in the South Australian Tourism Awards

(SATA) on various levels for over 10 years and joined the Australian Tourism

Awards (ATA) judging panel in 2021. She has mentored many SATA entrants to

success, including Hall of Fame status and progression to the national level of

the awards. 

Rebecca Somerfield | Adelaide University

Rebecca is the Program Director for the Bachelor of Media and Communication and

Bachelor of Communication at Adelaide University. She holds a Master of Arts

(Communication Management) and Bachelor of Journalism. 

Rebecca also has extensive experience in the public relations and communication

industries, specifically in the tourism sector. She has worked for the South

Australian Tourism Commission in PR and regional marketing roles, and ran a

successful consultancy for many years, providing communication and editorial

support to a range of clients, including the Royal Adelaide Show, Rawnsley Park

Station, the SA Country Women's Association, Mayfair Hotel, and various regional

tourism associations. Rebecca has written state and national-winning Tourism

Award submissions for several South Australian tourism operators, and was a judge

of the South Australian Tourism Awards from 2015 to 2019, returning in 2025. She

holds a Master of Arts (Communication Management) and Bachelor of Journalism. 

Deputy Chair of Judges & Judging Team Leader

Cindy Jackway | Polaris Business Development Centre

Cindy is passionate about helping South Australian businesses thrive. As

Programs Coordinator at Polaris Centre, she connects business owners with

expert mentors to build strong foundations for growth.

With a strong sales and marketing background, she also has a great

understanding of the need for compliance work health and safety, workplace

relations and generally providing solutions to maximise business potential. With

a noteworthy background in tourism prior to her current career, Cindy enjoyed a

successful 10-year career in key management and leaderships roles within the

adventure tourism industry which was flamed by a personal passion for travel.

Cindy has been involved with the SA Judging Panel for the last 15 years and has

served four three-year terms on the National Judging Panel. 
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Lisa Ellison | Bendigo Bank

Judging Team Leader

Lisa is a proud South Australian who has promoted her home state wherever

she has travelled and worked around the world. She started her career in

motorsport, however pivoted to banking upon her return from working in the

UK. Working for Bendigo and Adelaide Bank for the past 20 years, Lisa has

worked in Relationship Management, Communications, and Project

Management. Forever a tourist, Lisa continues to travel the world, her

country, and her state, collecting once in a lifetime experiences from around

this big, beautiful planet.

Gail Spark | Guidera O’Connor

Judging Team Leader

Gail is an event enthusiast and passionate traveller especially of beloved state of

South Australia. Her interstate and international friends will attest to her advocacy

of the state as a destination as well as its people and food and drinks (coffee,

wine and gin!). Gail has a 20 year legal and commercial management career that

spans across Australia and multiple industries including banking and finance,

property development, not for profit, energy and resources, defence, water

infrastructure and tourism. Her commercial acumen is evolved with experiences

gained in strategy, business development, risk and compliance, governance and

corporate transactions. Gail has dabbled in running her own tour company in

Albania and gained a significant appreciation of the outstanding local South

Australian operators she encountered whilst completed 40 new experiences

across the state before she turned 40 during Covid (“40 before 40”). She holds an

MBA, BA (Politics and Psychology) and LLB (Hons).

Mark Blyth | Retired

Judging Team Leader

Mark has a passion for South Australia and its world-class tourism industry. His

career at the South Australian Tourism Commission spans 31 years in a variety

of management roles and was part of the team responsible for developing the

highly successful ‘Shorts’ campaign. Before semi-retirement at the end of 2018,

he was a Senior Business Manager responsible for the SATC’s international

marketing operations in North America and New Zealand. Mark has previously

been a Tourism Awards judge and continues to maintain a keen interest in the

industry through his tourism consultancy business. 
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Naomi Tyson | The Wilderness Group

Judging Team Leader

Naomi is an experienced tourism professional with more than 20 years in the

industry, with a background across tourism development, destination marketing,

visitor servicing, business development and industry engagement. Her career

began in Sydney, where she gained qualifications in tourism marketing and product

development while working at major attractions, before moving into roles across

state tourism, local government, tourism consulting and the private sector.

She is currently Tourism Development Manager at The Wilderness Group and also

works as a tourism business consultant. Naomi has been a State Tourism Awards

Judge since 2021 and has served as a National Tourism Awards Judge for the past

two years. 

An avid explorer of South Australia, Naomi brings broad industry knowledge,

practical experience and a genuine passion for tourism to her judging role.

Tony Smith | Rawnsley Park Station

Judging Team Leader

Tony Smith is the owner/manager of Rawnsley Park Station with his wife Julie.

Rawnsley Park has developed from a small family business into a tourism resort

with an extensive range of accommodation and visitor experiences for both

domestic and international visitors. Tony has been involved in the tourism industry

for over 30 years. He has chaired the regional tourism association and has been

involved in both State and National Tourism awards over the last 20 years. Tony

has extensive experience in the awards process and appreciates the effort that

goes into being part of the South Australian Tourism Awards. 

Nicole Lewis | American Express

Nicole has extensive experience working with businesses across a broad range of

sizes and industries within South Australia, in her current role with American

Express. Nicole has a strong sales, relationship management, and marketing

background, with added experience in business consulting, grant and

sponsorship submissions, stakeholder engagement, and event management.

Nicole spent 13 years in key leadership and consulting roles with QANTAS,

Adventure Tours Australia, as well as various roles within the wholesale, corporate

and retail sectors. 

Nicole is a passionate advocate for South Australia, and the abundance of natural

beauty and attractions it has to offer. Nicole is a proud member of the National

Australian Tourism Award Judging panel for 2025. 

Judging Team Leader



Judge

Judging Panel
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Angela is a dynamic business and innovation leader with over 25 years’

experience driving strategic growth, commercialisation, and transformative

change across diverse sectors including banking and finance, agriculture,

viticulture, tertiary education, local government, motor services, tourism, and

data analytics.

Renowned for tackling complex challenges with bold, practical solutions,

Angela excels at building and inspiring high-performing teams, cultivating

strong stakeholder relationships, and delivering sustained value for

corporations, SMEs, local governments, and academic institutions.

Angela Di Fabio | Bespoke Inside Tours

Ashlyn Guthrie | Edwards Group

Judge

Ashlyn is the General Manager of Parks at the Edwards Group. She has over a

decade experience in regional tourism in South Australia, leading the multi-site

strategic direction for the group's eight holiday and residential parks. She has

proven experience with achieving strategic visions for the business by aligning

operational efficiencies, team performance and extensive capital developments.

Ashlyn understands the complexities of operating tourism accommodation

businesses in both metro and regional areas, and is passionate about the positive

impact our industry has on our local communities.

Dr Anita Manfreda | Torrens University Australia

Anita is an Associate Professor at the Blue Mountains International Hotel

Management School - Torrens University Australia with two decades of

experience in tourism and hospitality education and management across Italy,

Switzerland, and Australia. Her research focuses on customer experiences and

luxury consumption, especially the intersection of authenticity, luxury, and

sustainability. Anita also delves into organizational behaviour and psychology,

exploring competencies and well-being within the tourism and hospitality

workforce. Additionally, she offers training and consulting to industry operators

and serves as First Vice Chair on the executive committee of the Council of

Australasia Tourism and Hospitality Education (CAUTHE).
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Dr Cindy Lee | Torrens University Australia

Cindy Lee is a Senior Lecturer at Torrens University Australia with over 15 years

of experience in tourism, hospitality, and events education across Malaysia and

Australia. She brings expertise in tourism marketing, the tourist experience,

and the integration of social media in contemporary tourism. Cindy is also

interested in the study of emotional experiences, with recent works delving

into tourism, hospitality, and education services. Her media and industry

publications examine a range of contemporary issues affecting the tourism and

hospitality sector, including workforce challenges, ethical tourist photography

practices, and airline pricing strategies during periods of fuel price volatility.

Graham Lang | Grosvenor Hotel Adelaide

Judge

Graham is a born and raised proud South Australian who has worked in banking,

tourism, travel and hospitality for over 40 years.  In that time, Graham was the

Operations Manager of Venture Holidays, based in Adelaide, for 28 years until it

closed in 2018, also managing destination products for Malaysia, Canada,

Singapore & Hawaii.

Graham is semi-retired, working as Sales Executive at the Grosvenor Hotel. He is in

a position to volunteer time and give back to the community and the industry that

he has been honoured to be part of for so many years. He has family from overseas

that often visit and enjoy nothing more than taking them to our wonderful regions

and showing off some amazing parts of SA.

David Lake | MasterPlan

Judge

David is an urban and regional planner with private consultancy MasterPlan. Over

the years, MasterPlan has been at the forefront of securing approvals for some of

South Australia’s most notable tourism projects. David developed his passion for

the tourism sector when he spent ten years at the South Australian Tourism

Commission providing advocacy to all levels of government for the benefit of the

industry, and providing planning and technical advice to assist specific tourism

developments throughout the State. While at the SATC David supported TICSA to

deliver the SA Tourism Awards and is now delighted to be contributing further by

again being a member of the judging panel. 



James Kelly | South Australian Aboriginal Community
Controlled Organisation Network (SAACCON)

Judge

Judging Panel

Driven by a passion for bettering communities, James brings almost a decade

of experience across tourism and hospitality. With a strong foundation in guest

experience and a history of leadership in accommodation settings, he now

serves as Operations Manager at SAACCON, South Australia's peak body for

Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations. Here he supports Closing the

Gap implementation and oversight in partnership with the SA Government.

James remains a proud advocate for South Australian tourism and is excited to

celebrate initiatives that create meaningful, inclusive, and lasting experiences

for travellers and local communities alike.

Joanna Gruenberg | Journey Beyond

Judge

Joanna has been working in the tourism industry since coming to Australia from

Canada in 2010 and wasted no time in going straight to the heart of the country,

working as a Guest Service Host at Longitude 131 within Ayers Rock Resort. A six-

month contract quickly turned into a five-year stint as I secured a role as a senior

tour guide for AAT Kings, leading large groups of tourists on day tours around

Uluru, Kata Tjuta, and Kings Canyon.

After five years in Yulara, Joanna moved to Adelaide to gain more technical

experience in the tourism industry and enjoyed four years as a travel consultant for

Flight Centre. Currently, she is putting her Journalism degree to good use as the

Trade Communications Coordinator for Journey Beyond’s Industry Sales team,

ensuring trade partners always have relevant and engaging content to share with

their clients.

Jessica Justin | South Australian Tourism Commission

Judge

Jessica is a senior communications professional with over 20 years’ experience.

During her career she has worked across a range of industries in Australia and

overseas including media, politics, education, engineering and tourism. 

Jessica holds a Bachelor of Media from the University of Adelaide and a Diploma of

Crisis Communications from the Chartered Institute of Public Relations (CIPR) UK. 

Outside of work, Jessica enjoys spending time with her family and friends,

exploring the beautiful state of South Australia and creative writing.



Liz Curr | SYC

Judge
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Julie Camilleri | Wallmans Lawyers

Judge

Liz Curr's passion for tourism began in the Mildura Murray Region, where her

career in tourism, events & hospitality commenced. Relocating to Adelaide, Liz

joined Accor Hotels, honed her skills in the art of human connection and

embraced her commitment to equity. Liz championed Diversity & Inclusion and

First Nations programs, fostering cultural exchange and empowerment.

Recently, Liz is focused on supporting tourism businesses on their accessibility

and inclusion journey and believes tourism is the perfect industry to create

inclusive spaces for all, professionally and personally. Liz brings a holistic

perspective to the judging panel enriched by her multifaceted experiences in

tourism and her unwavering dedication to diversity and inclusion. 

Julie is the Marketing and Communications Manager at Wallmans Lawyers and

Photographer and owner of Captured in Time Photography. She has enjoyed

an exciting and varied career including working as a reporter and

photographer for a newspaper in Upstate New York, Community Relations

Coordinator for the City of Rome where she organised community events and

assisted not-for-profits with their marketing, and in marketing roles across

professional services and small businesses in Adelaide. 

She loves variety and has obtained a wealth of experience in marketing,

communications, photography, graphic design, community/client relations and

copywriting. Julie understands the importance of consistent branding, good

design, great storytelling and eye catching imagery.

With a love of travel and a genuine interest in the tourism industry, Julie is a

proud South Australian who values all the amazing things this state has to offer.

Joanne Evans | South Australian Tourism Commission

Judge

Jo started her career in Tourism at the Hilton International Adelaide, and went on to

work with major hospitality brands such as Hyatt, Ramada, Radisson and Accor,

working her way to senior management roles specifically Human Resources where

she has had the opportunity to work for Royal Caribbean Cruises, Voyages

Indigenous Tourism Australia, Adelaide Oval and currently is Director, People &

Culture at the South Australian Tourism Commission. She has a passion for people

and a love of Tourism and most of all her home state of South Australia. She loves

trying new food and wine and unique experiences that showcase our incredible

regions. 
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Mark Gill | Retired Tourism Development Manager

Mark has worked in various roles in tourism for over 34 years including 22 years

with the South Australian Tourism Commission. At SATC he worked in a range of

tourism development roles and for a large part in Aviation Development securing

increased flights and new airlines for South Australia. He was involved in

developing a range of tourism policies and initiatives and sat on tourism boards

and committees including a time on the TICSA (formerly SATIC) Board. This

followed 12 years as General Manager of Festival Tours Gray Line. During this time

he won two Tourism Awards. Mark brings a deep understanding of tourism

business, marketing, product development, planning and events. Now retired, he

maintains a keen interest in tourism, particularly as a consumer.

Judge

Marion Jones | Selby Advisory

Marion Jones is a commercially astute South Australian tourism and wine industry

leader with more than a decade of experience across wine, hospitality, destination

marketing and business transformation. As General Manager of Teakle Wines on

the Eyre Peninsula, she has led the business through a pivotal transition from

founder-led operation to commercially focused tourism and hospitality destination,

overseeing winery, vineyard, events, restaurant and visitor experience portfolios

while driving strong revenue growth, improved profitability and a sharper market

position.

Her perspective is grounded in both strategy and frontline industry experience.

She also contributes to the broader sector through her role on the Regional

Development Australia Eyre Peninsula Tourism Advisory Group and as a committee

member of the Port Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and Tourism.

Judge

Maurits de Graeff | Lodges Australia

Maurits is co-owner of Lodges Australia, a boutique glamping distributor, and has

more than 25 years’ executive leadership experience in the international hospitality

industry. Educated in hospitality in the Netherlands, he has since lived and worked

in Central America, West Africa, Europe and Australia. His experience includes

hotel openings and refurbishments, as well as launching and rebranding

restaurants. He has also taught sustainable hotel management in Canberra and

served for two years on the ICHM board. Three times he entered the Tourism

Awards with his hotels and won twice the regional awards. 

Now based in Adelaide, Maurits values the city’s lifestyle—good food and wine, as

well as easy access to the outdoors. The Flinders Ranges and the Fleurieu

Peninsula are among his favourite destinations.

Judge
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Olwin Cole | Centennial Park

Olwin is an experienced marketing professional with over 25 years’ experience in

services marketing for a range of industries including hospitality, professional

services, media, not-for-profit and education.

She brings extensive experience in strategy, brand, customer experience, digital,

event and project management. With a focus on driving brand awareness and

engagement through strategic targeted marketing as the foundation for business

growth. Olwin holds qualifications in Marketing, Management and Hospitality.

Judge

Michelle Lee | National Wine Centre

Judge

Michelle has had over 10 years experience in the hospitality industry working

across different venues across Adelaide including the Adelaide Entertainment

Centre, Adelaide Convention Centre and National Wine Centre of Australia.

Growing up in Malaysia and having extensive travel experience has given Michelle

vast experience in the tourism industry. After moving to Adelaide in 2013, she has

had a great tourism experience in South Australia and truly sees this state as a

tourism destination. 

Natasha Brine | Luxury Escapes

Judge

Natasha is an experienced tourism professional with over 25 years of expertise

across product management, contracting, business development, and tourism

board partnerships. Holding a Bachelor of Business in Tourism Management from

RMIT University, she brings a commercial lens backed by a proven ability to analyse

market trends and build lasting stakeholder relationships. Her career spans senior

roles at STA Travel, Imagine Cruising, and Luxury Escapes, where she contracted

and executed youth and luxury experiences across more than 80 countries. 

Her passion for South Australia's tourism sector is both professional and deeply

personal, having championed the state's story on the world stage during her time

working in London with Tourism Australia and SATC. Now based in Adelaide, her

friends know her as the ultimate ambassador for South Australia, no one arrives

without receiving her carefully curated list of where to visit and the region's

"impossible moments" for food and wine! Natasha brings a unique global

perspective and enthusiasm for the local industry to her role as a 2026 South

Australian Tourism Awards Judge.
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Paul Brown | Company Director

Judge

Paul has a number of part time roles that include Chair of Riding for the Disabled

Association Australia, a board member of Australian Sporting Alliance for People

with a Disability, Deputy Chair of the Aged Rights Advocacy Service, a member of

the Victor Harbor Tram Authority and a Family and Business Mentor.

Paul’s tourism involvement was as the owner director of Kangaroo Island

Wilderness Tours, and Seascape Lodge on Emu Bay. He is a former Chair of both

Tourism Kangaroo Island and the Australian Tourism Export Council SA branch.

Simon Millcock | Mintaro Progress Association

Judge

Simon has 27 years’ experience in the field of Regional Development and over 35

years involvement in the tourism industry across Australia. As a Director of

Economic Development Australia, he represented Australia at several International

Economic Development Conferences in the USA and New Zealand. He is the co-

founder of an international chef exchange program called “Chef Outta Water” and

has undertaken and led trade delegations to and from Australia, China, Vietnam,

USA, Cambodia and Mexico. Simon is the founder and volunteer coordinator of the

Clare Valley Festival of the Lamb which is now in its 7th year whilst he owns and

manages with his wife a bed and breakfast property in the Clare Valley.
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